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Thoughts from lan...

| want to say a big thank you to everyone who at-
tended my ordination and installation service on
March 18 . It was a wonderful weekend! Our fami-
lies had a great time visiting Paulding. Everyone
was so welcoming that | had multiple people from
out of town comment on how friendly our church
community was to them. Thank you for the love you
have shown our son, Samuel. He loves the attention
you give him and exploring our church. Alissa and |
loved the song on Sunday morning. We feel part of
the Paulding First Presbyterian family.

Those of you who attended the ordination know that
my dad was able to give the message during my or-
dination service. It was not only a wise message for
pastors but for all Christians. Christian s must be-
lieve in a big God. God is not only good, he is great.
We must be O0Obig Godders.
than we can imagine. Nothing is too wonderful for
him. When we make God small, we are rejecting the
God of the Bible.

A couple months ago on a cold rainy day, Alissa and
I heard a knock on the door. We opened the door to
find a kind, young man | will call Nick. Nick had

come to our door evangelizing for his
religion, the Jehovah Witnesses. His

qguestion for wus wa
of control?6 In a
if we were 0big Go
a little surprised at our response,
ONo! God is in con
that God had put Nick into our lives

for a reason, we invited him in to

talk.

Nick was honest and kind as we

talked. We were hopeful that if he :
was a Obig Godderd

BIG YOUR STORM IS
TELL THE STORM HOW

BIG YOUR

GOD IS

Do you have an idea for a t
If so, let him know. It would be fun to have lots of sugges-
tions and offer a reward to the one he chooses.

have a very good conversation. Did Nick really believe
that God was big and powerful enough to preserve the
Scripture as he promised? Is God who he says he is (i.e.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)? Is God big enough to deal
with our sin and save us? Was Jesus the BIG GOD or
was he a small god?

Without going into all of t
Godder. 6 For instance, even
Jesus, his understanding of Jesus was too small. The

Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is God. Just take the
Gospel of John as an example. In John 1:1, the Word,
which we see is Jesus later in the chapter, is with God
from the beginning and is God. In John 20:28, Jesus is
addressed as Lord and God. These bookends affirm what
is taught throughout the Gospel as Jesus declares him-
self to be the great | AM (John 8:58). Instead, Jehovah
Witnesses believe Jesus to be a small god. Jesus is a
dre@téd béirfy. AB® oreBturdd ReWs&iiablditd fully save
us.

Nick is not without hope because God is powerful and
able to save. Alissa and | have prayed that Nick would
come to know the big God of the Bible. We pray for all of
us to have a high view of Jesus. Jesus is the radiance of

glory

DON'T TELL GOD HO

God6s and the exact
sustaining all things by his powerful
word (Hebrews 1:3). Jesus is the
Belinning and the end (Revelation
p2mg). The fullness of God dwells in

him (Colossians 1:19).

| am excited to see what God is go-
ing to call us to do over the next few
years. Sometimes it may seem too
much for us but it will never be too
much for God.
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April 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 ) 6 7
Easter Sunday N.A. meeting at
7:00 in the
Communion Youth Lounge
Prayer for the
community at the
Senior Center 7:00
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
N.A. meeting at Epidemic of
Womends Bc ChoirPractice 7:00 in the Hope Faith
7:00 7:00 Youth Lounge Event
Trinity Friends
7:00
Van Wert
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Epidemic of Hope Choir Practice )
Niswonger Session 7:00 7:00 N.A. meeting at
Performing Arts Prayer vigil for 7:00 inthe
Center Andrew Brunson Youth Lounge
7:00 2-7
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
N.A. meeting at
Choir Practice 7:00 in the
7:00 Youth Lounge
29 30 31

5th Sunday Offering

April Birthdays:

16" - Caitlin Pennington

3rd - Joseph Reineck
4th - Brock Verfaillie
5™ - Candi Koenig
10" - Megan Fife
10" - Nikki Verfaillie

21%"1 Samuel Ferguson
239 - Paul Punches
29" - Deston Verfaillie

If your birthday or anniversary is not
listed, or is listed incorrectly, please
get the correct information to the office
ASAP. Thanks!




Session Highlights

MarCh placement are being worked on, as the boiler control panels
: : are on Oborrowed timed; and that
At the March 20th Session meeting, elders..... viewing the adequacy of our insurance coverage with Straley
Insurance.

*applauded having our newly ordained Teaching Elder,

lan, as the moderator of the meeting, and thanked Da¥grned that new banners for the parking lot light poles, and

Nice for serving as acting moderator for the past 13 3 new welcome flag for the Caroline Street entrance have

months been ordered through Brune Printing and will be here in two
weeks.

*encouraged Pastor lan to apply for the EPC scholar-

ship that aids small churches in sending representati¢ggied the Brad Hurtig motivational program/concert on

to General Assembly. Registration opens April 1. Friday, October 26 in coordination with Paulding Schools to
the church calendar. (see related article)

*were reminded that the Personnel committee (Bud,

Dave, Jeff) is meeting with Pastor lan monthly. They+were reminded of the Good Friday and Easter Sunrise ser-

support |l ands request t QiceShydéMiniseriaPA8sbclatiopA n of hi s estab-

lished office hours working out in the community. ie

cof fee shop, McDonal dos submifted by Barb Searing, clerk of Session

*received a report from the Mission committee (Darwin
& Darla Cline, Linda Reineck, Christine Fife) that the
church continues to support these from the permanen
missions funds: Wycliffe Bible Translators
(Schumakerds & Schwart
(Baileybés & Mindling6s
(Taberdés), and Village
also discussing a local day mission project.

THE PRICE

z0p) YouwgakBCami ssideaargesufs, and
) o | A BN Breddth & §durghifg! vilhiFand free_IL
M STRe' pHcQ You \X/O%MZI pea)ll a%srfoige %essaerate pler?a:e ypare

Deat h, Resurrection, odds h

*thanked Jeff and Sherie Summers for filling in during| You went without whimper. No word did You say.

two NA meetings, and lan and Alissa Ferguson for at-{ v, knew what would happen and went ang/way.
tending one Drug Court sgs m'en(?apohid’rvosis', bidod —tsweaet fro’?ln'th% pré’y:S

out of town The Lamb, Great | Am, went to slaughter that day.

“were updated on the kitchen fire suppressionincideny Thorns piercing Your scalp, ol
When Snowbs Fire Protectf on W§r%i§e¥ﬁig‘?18ur%@io? ﬁ%rﬂi@a@vkb&:t i ng

the annual inspection of our kitchen system, it was acgi- Flailed and nailed. assailed and mocked

dentally set off, coating the kitchen floor, cabinets, T i

ranges, Bunn coffeemaker, etc. in foam. Over several| ~ Mangled and strangled, in anguish and shock.

visits, clearu p has now been compl etoqyd R uFSHmYWOT.0 suffer Jwe can
and the coffeemaker has been replaced. Thanks to L;;Id, And mor e in the knowi nlg You
Sue P, Darla, and Brent F for their time and many con ’ ’

tacts to get things back to normal. An insurance claim Edith D. Plettner

has been filed and then put o6on holdd, i nCeppwie20l&pues

arise in the coming months related to this event.

*learned that the Property committee is currently Bud
Koenig and Dan Karlstadt. These men need more com-
mittee members! (See related article.)

*approved hiring Leon Goyings to complete yardwork
around the new garage....tilling, leveling, seeding, and
strawing...per his estimate of $980. Edith, better known as DeeDee, is a member of the Defiance
Writersd Group that meets at Defiance
*heard that the parking lot ||ghts are all Working well 3rd Monday. All interested in writing are welcome to attend.
now; that estimates and timing on possible boiler re-
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Service of ordination for

lan Michael Ferguson
Sunday March 18, 2018
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The Sacrament of Baptism

Samuel Cary Ferguson
Sunday March 18, 2018
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